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RULES  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 


♦ 

I.  This  Association  shall  be  named  “ The  Flax  Extension 
Association/’  and  its  objects  shall  be  to  promote  the  skilled  growth 
and  handling  of  the  Flax  Crop,  and  to  give  facilities  for  the  pur- 
chase of  seed  and  the  sale  of  the  fibre. 

II.  The  Association  shall  endeavour  to  attain  these  objects 
by  the  following  means : — 

] . Asa  good  system  of  Agriculture  is  indispensable  to 
good  Flax-growing,  it  shall  offer  its  cordial  and 
active  co-operation  to  Agricultural  Societies,  and 
shall  also  encourage  the  establishment  of  Farmers’ 
Clubs,  as  a means  for  the  diffusion  of  useful  in- 
formation and  for  encouraging  competition. 

2.  It  shall,  if  necessary,  select  and  appoint  Flax  In- 

structors for  such  districts  as  may  appear  to  be  in 
need  of  their  services. 

3.  It  shall  do  all  in  its  power  to  further  the  efforts  of 

Landed  Proprietors  who  may  be  desirous  of  extend- 
ing or  improving  Flax  culture  among  their 
tenants ; and  to  enable  them  and  others  applying 
to  the  Association,  to  procure  Flaxseed  of  the  best 
quality,  and  on  favourable  terms. 

4.  It  shall  consider  all  applications  for  aid  from  its 

funds  for  the  erection  of  scutch-mills,  or  the  supply 
of  machinery,  and  shall  do  its  utmost  to  meet  these 
wants  in  favourable  localities,  provided  that  there 
is  sufficient  local  co-operation. 
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5.  It  shall  offer  Prizes  to  stimulate  invention  and  im- 

provement in  scutching  machinery,  and  for  such 
other  objects  as  shall  be  deemed  desirable. 

6.  It  shall  take  into  careful  consideration  applications 

for  the  establishment  of  local  markets  or  depots, 
or  for  the  transmission  of  Flax  for  sale  in  Belfast, 
or  elsewhere,  and  shall  take  such  steps  thereupon 
as,  on  conference  with  those  locally  interested, 
shall  seem  most  desirable. 

III.  Subscribers  of  One  Guinea  per  annum  and  upwards 
shall  be  enrolled  as  members  of  the  Association,  and  shall  be  re- 
garded as  such  until  they  furnish  notice  in  writing  to  the  Secretary 
of  their  intention  to  withdraw.  No  member  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  any  meeting  of  the  Association  whose  subscription  shall 
be  six  months  in  arrear. 

IV.  The  business  of  the  Association  shall  be  conducted  by  a 
President,  Vice-Presidents,  a Council  (not  exceeding  forty  mem- 
bers), a Treasurer,  and  a Secretary. 

V.  The  President  shall  remain  one  year  in  office,  and  shall 
be  eligible  for  re-election.  Five  members  of  the  Council  shall 
retire  annually,  and  shall  not  be  eligible  for  re-election  until  they 
have  been  one  year  out  of  office. 

* 

VI.  A General  Meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  in 
the  month  of  January  in  each  year,  at  which  officers  shall  be 
elected,  reports  read,  rules  made  or  altered,  and  such  other  business 
transacted  as  may  be  brought  before  it. 

VII.  The  Council  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  each  alternate 
month  for  the  transaction  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Associ- 
ation, five  to  form  quorum ; and  the  Secretary  is  empowered, 
when  business  requires  it,  to  call  ad  interim  meetings;  and  is 
further  authorized  to  call  Special  Meetings  at  the  request  of  five 
of  its  members. 
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VIII.  The  Council  shall  have  power  to  appoint  Special 
Committees,  consisting  of  at  least  three  of  its  members. 

IX.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belonging  to  the 
Association,  and  Lodge  the  same  in  the  Bank  which  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  keep  the  account. 

X.  All  accounts  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Council  at  its 
meetings,  and,  when  approved  of,  cheques  in  payment  thereof  shall 
be  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  day  and  one  other  member  of 
the  Council,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary. 

XI.  The  appointment  or  dismissal  of  the  Secretary  shall  rest 
with  the  Council,  who  shall  furnish  him  with  full  instructions  as 
to  his  duties. 

XII.  No  alteration  in  the  Rules  shall  be  made  unless  ap- 
proved of  by  two  Meetings  of  the  Council,  and  ratified  by  a General 
Meeting  of  the  Association. 


FLAX  EXTENSION  ASSOCIATION. 




ANNUAL  MEETING  EOE  1869. 


The  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
21st  January,  1870,  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce — John 
Mulholland,  Esq.,  J.P.,  President  of  the  Association,  in  the 
chair.  There  were  also  present — Messrs.  William  Ewart, 
jun.,  J.P. ; Philip  Johnston,  J.P. ; John  Savage,  J.P. ; Charles 
Duffin,  J.P. ; J.  W.  M ‘Master,  J.P.  ; Tnyr  H.  Burges, 
J.P. ; John  Herdman,  James  Montgomery,  George  Benson, 
A.  C.  Weir,  David  Carmichael,  W.  L.  Finlay,  H.  D.  M£Master, 
W.  S.  Mitchell,  James  Taylor,  Samuel  Johnston,  R.  Stevenson, 
D.  Corbett,  Joseph  Lowry,  John  Grubb  Richardson,  John  Lowry, 
George  Gray,  John  Hunter,  jun.,  James  Hind,  Robt.  L.  Hamilton, 
William  Alderdice,  W.  B.  Caughey,  jun.,  Wm.  Geo.  Thompson, 
J.  K.  M'Causland,  John  Finlay,  jun.,  Thomas  Andrews,  Alexander 
Mitchell,  James  W.  Yalentine,  Archibald  Reynolds,  &c. 

Mr.  Andrews  (Secretary)  read  the  advertisement  convening  the 
meeting  and  minutes  of  previous  meeting,  which  were  confirmed, 
after  which  he  read  an  abstract  of  the  following 

REPORT. 

In  presenting  to  the  public  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Association 
for  1869,  it  is  satisfactory  to  state  that  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  acreage  under  Flax  in  Ireland  over  that  of  1868  of  22,695 
acres,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  yield  per  acre  will  also  show 
an  augmentation,  which,  the  statement  hereafter  given  fully  cor- 
roborates. 

The  increase  has  not  been  confined  to  one  locality,  hut  has 
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taken  place  in  every  province,  as  exhibited  by  the  following 
statement  as  returned  by  the  Registrar  General  : — 


1868.  1869.  Increase. 


Ulster,  192,230  acres. 

211,044  acres.  18,814 

Munster,  2,827 

3,790 

“ 969 

Leinster,  5,169  “ 

5,258 

“ 89 

Connaught,  6,257  “ 

9,080 

2,823 

206,483  “ 

229,178 

“ 22,695 

The  increase  in  each  province  in 
amounts  to — in 

1869,  as 

compared  with  1868, 

Ulster, 

- 

9'78  per  cent. 

Munster 

- 

34-28 

Leinster,  - 

- 

1-72 

Connaught 

- 

45-12 

and  in  Ireland  to 

- 

10-99 

In  1868  the  approximate  quantity  of  flax  produced  in  Ireland 
was  3,997,965  Stones  of  141bs.  each,  of  which 


Ulster 

yielded  3,646,320  stones, 

or  91'24  per  cent. 

Connaught, 

“ 159,581 

3-98 

Leinster, 

119,285 

2.98 

Munster, 

“ 72,779 

1-80 

100-00 

In  the  years  1867  and  1868  the  produce  per  acre,  according  to 
the  return  of  the  Registrar  General,  was,  in 

1867.  1868. 

Stones  Lbs  Stones  Lbs. 


Ulster, 

- 

- 

22 

0 

19 

0 

Munster, 

- 

- 

25 

4 

25 

10 

Leinster, 

- 

- 

26 

3 

23 

1 

Connaught, 

- 

27 

1 

25 

7 

With  a view  to  ascertain  as  accurately  as  possible  the  quan- 
tity of  flax  produced  in  Ireland  in  1869,  query  slips  were  sent  to 
owners  of  Scutch  Mills  in  every  county  in  Ulster,  and  in  those 
counties  in  Leinster,  Munster,  and  Connaught,  where  Flax  was 
cultivated  to  any  extent,  requesting  a return  of  actual  quantities 
scutched,  and  the  result  shows  the  produce  per  statute  acre  to  be 


In  Munster, 
Leinster, 
Connaught, 
Ulster, 
Ireland, 


34-45  stones. 
30-49  „ 

25-18  „ 

24-58  „ 

24-90  „ 
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These  figures  compare  favourably  with  the  yields  given  by  the 
Registrar  General  for  the  years  1867  and  1868,  and  would  make 
the  produce  of  flax  in  Ireland  for  1869  stand  thus : — 


Acres. 

Stones. 

Stones. 

Ulster, 

211,014 

at 

2L58 

5,187,462 

Connaught,  - 

9,080 

n 

25-18 

228,634 

Leinster. 

5,258 

30-49 

100,816 

Munster, 

3,790 

31-15 

130,772 

229,178 

5,707,184 

or  35,670  tons. 

The  relative  acreage  under  crop  to  total  acreage,  acreage  under 
flax  to  acreage  under  crop  reduced  to  per  centage  results,  gross 
produce,  and  yield  per  acre  in  Ireland  is  given  in  table  ISTo.  I 
for  a period  of  twenty  years,  annexed  to  this  report.  Table  No.  2 


shows  similar  results  for  each  province  and  county  in  Ireland  for 
the  year  1869 — a glance  at  this  latter  table  indicates  the  small 

area  appropriated  to  the  culture 

of  flax  in  Leinster,  Munster 

and  Connaught,  as 

compared  with 

Ulster.  The  following  is  the 

summary  : — 

Acres 

Acres  Per 

in  crop. 

in  fiax.  cent. 

Ulster, 

1,889,270 

- 211,044  or  11-17 

Connaught, 

744,263 

9,080  „ 1-21 

Leinster, 

1,594,794 

5,258  „ 0-32 

Munster, 

1,347,516 

3,796  „ 0-28 

Ireland, 

5,575,843 

229,178  „ 4-11 

The  Registrar  General’s  return  of  Scutch  Mills  in  1868  does 
not  materially  differ  from  that  of  1867— there  were  in  each 
province 


1867. 

containing. 

1868. 

containing. 

Mills. 

Stocks, 

Mills. 

Stocks. 

Ulster, 

1,418 

9,210 

1,420 

9,223 

Munster, 

53 

355 

47 

316 

Leinster, 

41 

314 

41 

314 

Connaught,  - 

28 

192 

34 

234 

The  number  of  stocks  are  not  given  for  1868,  but  the  correction 
is  made  by  adding  or  substracting  the  average  number  in  each 
mill  for  1867.  Assuming  that  six  stocks  would  dress  30  stones 
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of  flax  every  day,  the  scutching  power  of  each  province  is  sufficient 
to  dress  the  flax  produced  in 

Ulster,  ...  in  79'07  days. 

Leinster,  - - - - „ 75’49  „ 

Munster,  - „ 46'35  „ 

Connaught,  - - - „ 13640  „ 

The  foregoing  exemplifies  with  considerable  precision  the 
present  aspect  of  flax  culture  in  Ireland. 

According  to  the  returns  received  from  the  Board  of  Trade  the 
acreage  under  flax  in  Great  Britain  in  1868  and  1869  was 


England, 

Scotland, 

Wales, 


1868.  1869. 

15,828  19,483 

1,546  1,306 

169  134 


Being  an  increase  in  England  of  23  09  per  cent.,  and  a 
decrease  in  Scotland  of  15,52  per  cent.,  and  in  Wales  of  2071 
per  cent. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  returns  of  flax  culture  in  Foreign 
Countries  can  only  be  obtained  in  comparatively  an  imperfect 
state.  The  following  statistics,  however,  regarding  the  production 
of  flax  in  Belgium  and  Holland  may  prove  of  interest.  It  may  be 
remarked  that  in  Belgium  the  agrarian  census  is  only  taken  at 
intervals  of  ten  years  and  the  last  census  was  in  1866,  which  has 
not  yet  been  published. 

The  quantity  of  land  under  flax  in  Belguim 


In  1846  was  29,879  hectares,  or  74,697  statute  acres. 
1856  „ 32,836  „ 82,090 


Which  was  an  increase  of  7,393  acres,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the 
increase  in  the  year  1866  over  that  of  1856  may  be  calculated  at 
10,000  hectares,  or  25,000  Statute  acres.  The  produce  per 
hectare  in  1846  was  estimated  at  582  kilogrammes,  which  is 
equivalent  to  36  stones  81bs.  per  Statute  acre.  Assuming  the 
produce  to  be  the  same  each  year,  the  probable  production  of  flax 
in  Belgium  in 

1846  was  - 17,074  tons. 

1856  „ - 18,763  „ 

1866  „ - 24,478  „ 
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In  1856  the  entire  extent  of  land  under  cultivation  in  Belgium 
amounted  to  1,830,516  hectares,  and  of  these  32,836  were  given 
up  to  flax,  making  the  per-centage  of  acreage  under  flax  to 
acreage  under  crop  l1 79.  In  Ireland  for  the  same  year  the  ratio 
was  1-85. 

In  Holland  the  record  of  the  flax  crop  is  more  minute,  and 
extends  to  the  year  1867  inclusive. 

In  1861  there  were  16,277  bunders  under  flax,  or  40,692  statute  acres. 


1862 

16,352 

,, 

40,880 

1863 

JJ 

18,979 

47,447 

1864 

?J 

26,478 

66,195 

1866 

>5 

21,036 

» J 

52,590 

1866 

>> 

21,825 

54,662 

1867 

}) 

21,432 

J i 

53,580 

The  estimated  produce  of  flax  in  the  years  1866  and  1867  was 

In  1866,  7,066  tons  of  flax  and  521,642  Imp.  bushels  of  seed. 

1867,  9,697  „ „ 509,605 

making  the  yield  per  Statute  acre 

In  1866,  20  stones  lOlbs.  of  flax  and  91  Imp.  bushels  of  seed. 

1867,  28  „ 13lbs.  „ 9} 

The  yield  of  flax  per  Statute  acre  in 

1S66.  1867. 


Stones. 

Lbs. 

Stones. 

Ireland  was  - 

- 

24 

12 

22 

Holland,  ,,  - 

- 

20 

10 

28 

According  to  the  latest  official  returns,  in  1865  the  extent  of 
land  in  France  appropriated  to  the  cultivation  of  flax  was  estimated 
at  105,455  hectares,  which  is  equivalent  to  about  263,637  statute 
acres  ; and  it  is  stated  that  the  cultivation  of  flax  in  1868,  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  empire,  “ remains  on  the  whole  stationary.” 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria  the  most  recent  record  is  for  the 
year  1863,  when  there  were  132,939  Bavarian  acres  appropriated 
to  the  cultivation  of  flax  and  hemp,  which  is  equal  to  111,935 
statute  acres ; but  no  returns  are  made  distinguishing  between 
the  culture  of  flax  and  that  of  hemp. 

The  British  Envoys  in  the  various  flax-producing  countries  have 
been  communicated  with,  in  order  to  obtain  information  regarding 
the  extent  of  the  production  of  flax  in  the  several  kingdoms  to 
which  they  are  attached.  From  replies  received,  the  foregoing 
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information  has,  in  part,  been  obtained,  and  from  others  that, 
if  practicable,  the  statistics  sought  for  shall  be  supplied. 

In  the  Spring  your  Secretary  made  a tour  in  the  province  of 
Connaught,  and  the  County  of  Longford  in  Leinster,  and  visited 
Strokestown,  Roscommon,  Ballyhaderin,  Baltina,  Killala,  Cross- 
molina,  Boyle  and  Sligo,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  with 
some  of  the  influential  Landlords  and  growers  of  flax.  In  this 
province  the  crop,  generally,  is  cultivated  by  small  farmers — there 
are  many  extensive  farmers,  however,  who  cultivate  their  land 
admirably,  but  the  flax  crop  is  not  popular  with  them,  owing  in 
a great  measure  to  their  not  being  accustomed  to  it  and  the  labor 
involved  in  the  handling  of  it;  but  all  admit  the  superior  profit 
attending  it,  compared  with  ordinary  crops.  Many  of  the  small 
farmers,  although  they  cultivate  in  the  rudest  possible  manner, 
have  been  raised  by  growing  flax,  from  a state  of  poverty  to  a 
comparative  condition  of  affluence. 

Mr.  Strickland  (the  largest  grower  of  flax  in  Ireland,)  has  an 
extensive  establishment  at  Ballyhaderin,  furnished  with  the  most 
improved  appliances  for  handling  flax  in  all  its  stages.  The  flax 
grown  by  this  gentleman  is  principally  on  the  con-aere  system. 
Mr.  Martin  M‘Donnell  of  Dunmore,  Co.  Galway,  is  the  second 
largest  grower  of  flax  in  Ireland,  but  his  place  was  not  visited. 

Your  secretary  also  visited  Belgium  and  Holland  during  the 
summer,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  very  efficient 
manner  in  which  the  flax  crop  is  handled  in  those  countries,  a 
detail  of  which  would  be  irrelevant  to  a report  such  as  the  present. 
It  is  intended  to  publish  the  various  methods  adopted  in  Belgium 
and  Holland,  which  may  prove  useful  to  the  growers  of  flax  in 
Ireland. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  cargoes  of  flaxseed  in 
the  autumn  of  1868,  samples  were  procured  and  forwarded  to 
the  dealers  in  country  towns  and  growers  in  Munster,  Leinster, 
and  Connaught,  accompanied  with  letters  of  encouragement,  and 
pointing  out  how  reliable  seed  could  be  procured — and  in  some 
instances  it  was  personally  selected.  Already  for  this  season  this 
duty  has  received  increased  attention,  and  samples  have  been  sent 
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on  a more  extended  scale  than  last  year,  which  has  resulted  in 
applications  to  select,  purchase,  and  forward  seed  into  flax-growing 
districts.  This  has  been  done  even  to  an  extent  beyond  the  functions 
of  the  Association.  In  so  essential  a matter,  however,  too  much 
vigilance  cannot  be  exercised,  and  the  assistance  thus  rendered 
has  been  appreciated.  Before  the  arrival  of  foreign  flaxseed,  the 
general  impression  was  that  the  seed  of  the  growth  of  1869  would 
prove  of  very  inferior  quality.  Such,  however  is  not  the  case, 
and  the  seed  which  will  he  available  for  sowing  next  spring, 
although  not  equal  to  that  of  the  growth  of  1868,  may  nearly  be 
considered  an  average  as  to  quality;  and  the  supply  this  year  is 
expected  to  be  sufficient  for  an  acreage  equal  in  extent  to  what 
was  sown  last  year. 

A table  showing  the  quantity  of  flaxseed  imported  into  Ireland 
in  the  years  1864  to  1869,  inclusive,  is  appended  to  this  report. 

The  monthly  flax  markets  which  were  organized  by  this  Association 
in  the  province  of  Munster  have  taken  place  regularly  this  season, 
and  have  been  attended  by  buyers,  sent  at  considerable  expense 
and  sacrifice  of  time,  by  Northern  Spinning  firms.  In  October, 
by  the  Whiteabbey  Spinning  Company  (Limited),  and  the 
Northern  Spinning  and  Weaving  Company  (Limited)  ; in  No- 
vember, by  the  Braid  Water  Spinning  Company  (Limited),  the 
Wolf-hill  Spinning  Company,  Messrs.  Philip  Johnston  & Sons, 
and  Messrs.  John  Savage  & Co.;  in  December,  by  Messrs.  Dunbar, 
M'Master,  & Company,  and  the  Ulster  Spinning  Co.  (Limited);  in 
January,  by  the  Bessbrook  Spinning  Co.,  the  Ligoniel  Spinning 
Co.,  and  Messrs.  Philip  Johnston  & Sons.  One  significant  fact 
may  be  observed,  viz. — that  a firm  which  was  represented  at  the 
November  markets  sent  a buyer  again  to  the  January  markets. 
The  arrangements  and  procuring  buyers  for  these  markets  de- 
volve on  this  Association. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  overvalue  the  importance  of  this 
branch  of  flax  promotion.  By  bringing  the  demand  to  the  door 
of  the  farmer  a ready  sale  is  available,  and  the  competition  created 
by  the  buyers  from  the  North  ensures  the  producer  a fair  value 
for  the  fruits  of  his  labour, 
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The  establishment  of  a series  of  monthly  markets  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Connaught  has  been  a subject  of  consideration,  but  the 
deficiency  of  railway  communication  in  that  province  precludes, 
for  the  present,  the  organization  of  markets  on  consecutive  days. 

The  flax  prizes  allotted  by  this  Association,  for  dressed  fibre,  to 
the  several  flax-growing  districts  in  Munster,  Leinster,  and 
Connaught,  have,  in  part,  been  awarded,  and  the  adjudication  of 
these  prizes  is  attached  to  this  report.  Owing  to  the  increased 
quantity  required  to  be  exhibited,  there  were  fewer  competitors 
than  last  year. 

The  specimens  which  were  brought  forward  at  Mountmellick 
Waterford,  Balliueen,  Cork,  and  Limerick,  which  your  Secretary 
had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting,  were  creditable  both  as  to  quality 
and  dressing,  and  the  contrast  with  what  appeared  in  the  market  for 
sale  proved  palpably  that  the  usual  indifferent  scutching  is  not 
occasioned  by  want  of  skill.  These  prizes  create  great  emulation 
and  in  many  instances  the  opinion  was  expressed  they  would 
stimulate  an  increased  growth. 

With  a view  to  discourage  the  pernicious  practice  of  fire-drying 
flax  previous  to  hand-scutching,  prizes  were  offered  at  Dungannon, 
Omagh,  Cooteliill,  Cavan,  and  Ballibay,  for  hand-scutched  flax 
which  had  not  been  fire-dried.  These  prizes  failed  to  excite  com- 
petition— no  samples  were  exhibited  on  the  days  appointed. 

During  the  past  year  lengthened,  and  carefully  prepared,  reports 
have  have  been  issued  by  this  Association,  and  published  in  the 
local  and  provincial  Newspapers,  also,  printed  as  a circular,  and 
forwarded  to  the  trade,  including  England  and  Scotland.  These 
reports  gave  minute  details  as  to  the  condition  of  the  crop  at  the 
various  periods  of  its  growth,  and  also  how  it  was  turning  out  as 
to  quality  and  yield.  This  information  has  been  obtained  by 
sending  query  slips  to  growers  and  Scutch-Mill  owners,  and  the 
Association  is  much  indebted  to  the  very  prompt  and  careful 
attention  with  which  those  to  whom  they  -were  sent  returned 
them.  The  value  of  this  system  is  twofold — facts  interesting  and 
important  for  the  trade  to  know  are  procured,  and  the  obser- 
vations which  these  query  slips  contained  drew  attention  to  defects 
and  frequently  suggested  a remedy. 
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Not  the  least  important  department  of  the  labours  of  this 
Association  consists  in  the  extensive  correspondence  which  has 
been  established  with  flax  growers  and  those  interested  in  the 
culture  in  the  several  localities  where  this  branch  of  agriculture 
exists,  or  is  likely  to  be  introduced.  This  Association  may  now 
be  considered  a centre  from  whence  all  information  connected 
with  the  growth  of  the  crop  and  preparation  of  the  fibre  may  be 
obtained,  and  the  extent  to  which  this  correspondence  has  expan- 
ded, since  allusion  was  made  to  its  usefulness  in  the  annual  re- 
port for  18G8,  could  only  be  estimated  by  consulting  the  records 
of  the  Association  during  the  year  which  has  just  terminated. 

The  matter  of  scutching,  which  this  Association  considers  of 
paramount  importance,  has  not  been  lost  sight  of  during  the  past 
year.  Grants  of  money,  as  loans  on  a long  credit,  free  of  interest 
have  been  made  to  an  extent  commensurate  with  the  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Association.  These  grants  have  been  principally 
given  to  increase  the  power  and  efficiency  of  existing  mills,  and 
in  one  instance  to  assist  in  rebuilding  a mill  which  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  It  may  be  here  remarked  that  the  difficulty  of 
insuring  Scutch  Mills  against  the  loss  occasioned  by  fire  is  a great 
obstacle  to  the  extension  of  scutching  accommodation  in  the  south 
and  west. 

The  construction  of  Scutching  Machines  of  a portable  character 
is  at  present  receiving  considerable  attention,  which,  if  brought 
to  perfection  would  supply  the  deficiency  that  exists  in  the  south 
and  west  of  Ireland.  The  Machine  manufactured  by  Mr. 
Hodgkin,  and  known  as  “Brazier’s  Patent  Breaking  and  Scutch- 
ing Machine”  is  worthy  of  notice.  One  is  now  at  work  in  County 
Cavan,  and  on  the  recommendation  of  your  Secretary  another 
has  been  purchased  by  a gentleman  in  the  County  Kerry,  whose 
report  is  favourable  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Machine,  more 
especially  the  Breaker — it  had  only  been  at  work  a short  time  but 
on  a most  superior  sample  of  flax.  If  it  is  found  on  being  further 
tested,  capable  of  scutching  to  advantage  flax  as  it  is  usually  handled 
in  Ireland,  it  will  be  a decided  step  towards  providing  what  is  much 
wanted,  as  with  some  modification  in  its  construction  it  may 
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probably  be  made  portable.  The  peculiarity  of  the  Breaker  con- 
sists in  its  capability  of  separating  the  shove  more  perfectly  from 
the  fibre  and  causing  less  scutching  to  be  necessary.  The  stocks 
are  provided  with  a greater  number  of  blades  than  the  ordinary 
scutch  mills,  and  the  blades,  from  their  light  make,  give  a gentler 
stroke  to  the  flax  and  they  revolve  at  a moderate  speed. 

Doctor  Collyer  of  Courtrai  has  invented  a Machine  for  break- 
ing flax,  which  is  highly  spoken  of — it  is  likely  to  facilitate  the 
scutching  operation  and  save  a considerable  amount  of  waste. 

Applications  have  been  received  from  Scutch  Mill  owners  for 
Scutchers  from  the  North  of  Ireland — several  have  been  engaged, 
and  those  who  were  selected  have  proved  efficient  workmen,  and 
have  given  satisfaction. 

Specimens  of  waters  used  for  retting  flax  were  collected  during 
your  Secretary’s  tour  in  C'qymaught,  a few  from  the  province  of 
Ulster,  one  from  the  far-famed  river  Lys  in  Belgium,  and  two  from 
Holland.  These  waters  have  been  analyzed  by  Mr.  John  Hunter 
M.A.,  F.C.S  ,in  the  Laboratory  of  Queen’s  College,  Belfast,  and  the 
results  are  given  in  a separate  table. 

Standard  water  is  16°  of  hardness.  About  10“  to  12°  may  be 
considered  an  average  hardness  for  water,  and  on  taking  an 
average  of  the  waters  which  have  been  analyzed  in  the  provinces 
ofMunster  and  Connaught, Munster  shows  8'62“,  Connaught  13*57 
showing  4-95  in  favour  of  Munster.  The  specimen  of  water  from 
the  river  Lys  which  was  analysed  is  not  to  be  relied  upon,  as  at 
the  time  it  was  procured,  the  river  was  full  of  flax  undergoing  the 
process  of  retting.  With  regard  to  the  two  specimens  from  Hol- 
land they  were  both  from  the  same  source,  but  that  which  shows 
only  10°  of  hardness  had  remained  in  the  dam  for  a considerable 
time  under  the  softening  influence  which  exposure  to  the 
atmosphere  produces. 

In  Ireland  the  flax  grower  almost  always  performs  the  manipula- 
tion necessary  to  separate  the  fibre  from  the  straw,  which  system 
is  fraught  with  many  objections,  and  causes  a large  proportion  of 
the  crop  to  be  sadly  mismanaged.  It  would  be  most  desirable  if 
the  retting  and  grassing  operations  were  separated  from  what 
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legitimately,  should  only  attach  to  the  farmer.  The  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  introducing  the  system  so  generally  adopted  in  Belgium 
and  Holland  are  great.  The  farmers  know,  if  they  sell  their  crop 
on  the  foot  or  in  the  straw,  the  purchaser  buys  with  the  object  of 
making  a profit,  and  they  are  consequently  unwilling  to  forego  the 
prospective  advantage  of  preparing  their  own  flax.  The  climate  of 
Ireland  is  another  serious  barrier  to  the  introduction  of  this 
intermediate  industry ; this  might  be  removed  by  a system  of 
retting  and  drying  flax  in  a suitable  climate,  created  artificially, 
which  has  already  been  foreshadowed  and  it  is  hoped  that 
during  next  season  this  process  may  be  subjected  to  such  a test 
as  shall  prove  whether  the  theory  will  be  borne  out  in  practice. 

It  is  considered  desirable  to  do  away  with  the  impression  which 
is  somewhat  prevalent,  that  the  low  yields  of  the  flax  crop  in 
Ulster  are  generally  to  be  attributed  to  careless  culture  on  the 
part  of  the  farmers,  and  to  overflaxiug  the  land.  This  may  be 
true,  to  some  extent,  but  if  the  table  of  yield  per  acre,  Ho.  1, 
which  is  annexed  to  this  report,  is  consulted  it  may  be  observed 
that,  in  the  year  1857,  when  only  98,074  acres  of  flax  were  culti- 
vated in  Ireland,  and  before  it  can  he  considered  that  flax  was 
grown  in  excessive  quantities  the  yield  per  acre  was  only  23-64 
stones,  whereas,  in  1864,  when  301,693  acres  were  under  flax 
34’42  stones  per  acre  were  produced — 1864  was  an  exceptional 
year,  both  as  to  breadth  of  land  in  flax  and  high  produce,  but 
certainly  not  as  to  careful  culture.  The  peculiar  character  of  the 
seasons  is  what  the  yield  mainly  depends  upon.  The  statement 
already  given  should  show  that  the  Irish  farmer  is  very  much  on 
a par  with  the  Dutch  farmer  as  to  the  yield  of  fibre — in  1866, 
24  stones  12  lbs.  per  statute  acre  were  produced  in  Ireland, 
whereas  the  same  year  Holland  only  produced  20  stones  10  lbs. 
In  1867,  the  produce,  however,  is  in  favor  of  Holland. 

It  has  been  the  painful  duty  of  this  Association  to  record  in 
the  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  in  the  month  of  August  last,  the 
death  of  one  of  their  Vice-Presidents,  the  late  Mr.  Jonathan 
Richardson,  by  passing  the  following  resolution  expressive  of  their 
sorrow  for  his  loss,  and  sympathy  with  his  family  and  friends : — 
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“ The  Council  of  this  Association  feel  it  only  to  be 
their  duty  to  pay  a tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
one  of  their  Vice-Presidents  who  occupied  so  influential 
and  important  a position  in  the  Staple  Trade  of  Ulster, 
and  whose  loss  will  be  felt  and  regretted,  not  only  by 
those  in  his  own  sphere  of  life,  but  also  among  the 
operative  classes  of  whom  he  was  a large  and  generous 
employer.” 

A resolution  will  be  submitted  to-day  for  your  consideration  to 
fill  up  the  vacancy  caused  by  this  lamented  event,  and  the  only 
other  special  resolution  which  shall  be  brought  forward  is  one  to 
ratify  a resolution  which  received  the  sanction  of  the  Council,  in 
conformity  with  Rule  No.  12,  to  alter  the  provisions  of  Rule  No.  7. 

A statement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Association  to  31st 
December,  1869,  is  appended. 

Exceptional  and  startling  instances  of  large  gains  acquired  by 
flax  culture  might  be  introduced,  but  to  stimulate  the  extension  of 
the  growth  in  this  manner  would  partake  of  the  character  of  a 
lottery  where  the  prizes  are  prominently  exhibited,  and  the  blanks 
kept  in  the  shade. 

To  fully  appreciate  the  advantages  resulting  from  flax  culture, 
it  must  not  be  spasmodic,  but  the  crop  should  be  admitted  in  a 
moderate  proportion  into  the  farmer’s  rotation  and,  as  other  crops, 
cultivated  continuously.  The  price  of  flax,  although  lower  than 
last  year,  is  high  when  compared  with  the  presentlow  price  of  grain 
and  other  farm  produce ; and  with  very  cheap  flaxseed,  farmers 
should  consider  when  allotting  their  land  whether  flax  is  not  worthy 
of  an  equal,  if  not  an  increased  area,  of  what  is  usually  appropri- 
ated to  it. 

The  large  yields  in  the  Soutli  and  West  of  Ireland  should  en- 
courage the  farmers  to  continue  the  grow'th,  and  still  further  ex- 
tend the  cultivation  of  this  crop,  which  cannot  have  failed,  more 
especially  during  the  past  two  years,  to  have  enhanced  the  profits 
of  their  agricultural  operations.  The  fibre  produced  in  these 
localities,  where  flax  culture  may  be  said  only,  as  yet,  to  be  in  its 
infancy,  is  very  much  valued  by  the  manufacturers  particularly  on 
account  of  the  high  per-centage  yield  of  what  is  technically  called 
“ line,”  which  is  obtained  from  it. 
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The  following  statement  points  out  the  diminution  which 
occurred  in  the  acreage  under  flax  in  Ireland  in  the  intermediate 
years  between  1864  and  1869. 


ULSTER. 

LEINSTER. 

Year. 

Acreage 
in  Flax. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Acreage 
in  Flax. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

1864 

278,143 

7,388 

1865 

233,289 

44,854 

5,862 

1,526 

1S66 

245,356 

12,067 

7,262 

1,400 

1867 

234,630 

10,726 

8,058 

796 

1868 

192,222 

42,138 

5,168 

2,890 

Less 

97,718 

Less 

4,416 

Increase, 

Nett 

12,067 

Increase, 

Nett 

2,196 

Decrease, 

85,651 

Decrease, 

2,220 

CONNAUGHT. 

MUNSTER. 

Year. 

Acreage 
in  Flax. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Acreage 
in  Flax. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

1864 

8,582 

7,580 

1865 

7,403 

1.179 

4,980 

2,600 

1866 

6,719 

684 

4,170 

810 

1867 

7,321 

602 

3,248 

922 

1868 

6,249 

1,072 

2,807 

441 

Less 

2,935 

Less 

4,773 

Increase, 

Nett 

Decrease, 

602 

Increase, 

Nil 

2,333 

Decrease 

4,773 

The  decrease  in  Ulster  was  3079  per  cent.;  in  Leinster  3O40  per 
cent.;  in  Connaught  2778  per  cent.;  and  in  Munster  62'97  per  cent. 

In  the  year  1868,  the  decrease  in  the  area  appropriated 
to  flax  in  Ireland  was  46,811  acres  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year.  1869,  as  has  been  shown  in  the  opening  pai’agraph  of  this 
report,  recovered  22,692  acres  of  this  deficit,  and  the  increase  is 
most  marked  in  the  Provinces  of  Munster  and  Connaught,  and 
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indicates  that  some  active  cause  has  been  in  operation  to  create 
so  exceptional  a condition  This  Association  has  been  at  work 
for  two  years,  and  its  attention  has  been  principally  directed  to 
these  two  Provinces  ; the  Council  therefore  consider  that  the 
augmentation  is  mainly  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Association,  more 
especially  in  Munster,  arising  from  the  facility  of  sale  rendered 
by  the  Munster  monthly  flax  markets.  It  is  also  a matter  of 
congratulation  that,  notwithstanding  the  vicissitudes  which  the 
crop  passed  through  in  the  Spring,  the  approximate  yield  per 
acre  has  risen  from  19  stones  51bs.  in  1868,  to  24  stones  121bs. 
in  1869,  and  the  gross  produce  of  flax,  based  on  this  approximate, 
from  24,987  tons  to  35,670  tons. 

This  report  merely  deals  with  facts,  and  details  the  prominent 
features  of  the  work  which  has  been  done  under  the  guidance  and 
sanction  of  the  Council  since  the  last  Annual  Meeting.  It  is 
hoped  that  what  has  been  brought  forward  will  testify  that  the 
Association  has  not  neglected  the  duty  it  undertook  to  perform; 
and  that  those  who  accorded  it  such  generous  support  will  see  in 
the  future  a reasonable  prospect  of  reaping  more  than  an  equiva- 
lent recompense;  and  if  its  efforts,  which  extend  to  the  localities 
in  Ireland  where  agriculture  is  pursued,  are  successful,  the 
peasantry  will  participate  in  the  benefit  which  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  Association  to  produce. 


Mr.  Mulholland,  in  moving  “ thatthe  report  be  adopted,  printed, 
and  circulated  without  delay,”  said — it  was  a much  more  pleasant 
task  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  on  this  occasion  than  it 
was  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  a year  ago.  The  oper- 
ations of  the  Society  were  so  fully  dwelt  upon  in  the  report  that 
in  moving  its  adoption  it  was  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  gentlemen  present  which,  no  doubt,  was  valuable.  The  re- 
port divided  itself  naturally  and  chiefly  into  three  heads — first,  an 
account  of  the  crop  of  the  past  year,  and  the  statistics  connected 
with  it;  second,  the  prospects  of  the  coming  crop  ; and  third,  the 
manner  in  which  the  Association  had  discharged  the  functions 
entrusted  to  its  care.  With  respect  to  an  important  matter — the 
produce  per  acre  of  the  crop  of  the  past  year — the  statistics  were 
very  encouraging — in  fact  more  so  than  he  had  any  hopes  of 
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expecting-.  They  had  the  statistics  of  1867  and  1868  officially 
from  the  Registrar- General ; but  the  statistics  for  1869  were  not 
official,  and  therefore,  they  were  not  justified  in  dwelling  upon 
them  as  if  they  were  exactly  accurate,  but  if  they  were  approxi- 
mately accurate  they  showed  a very  good  result  indeed.  Last 
year  they  had  had  to  lament  a deficiency  in  the' area,  and  a still 
greater  deficiency  in  the  yield  of  flax  on  that  area.  It  had  fallen 
to  206,000  acres,  a very  serious  diminution,  and  that  in  the 
face  of  a very  great  extension  in  the  consumption.  The  yield,  at 
the  same  time,  had  fallen  from  twenty-two  stone  in  the  previous 
year,  which  was  exceedingly  bad,  to  nineteen  stone  per  acre,  and 
the  total  produce  of  the  crop  in  Ireland  was  only  about  25.000 
tons.  In  1869,  the  acreage  of  the  crop  had  risen  from  206,000 
acres,  in  1868  to  229,000  acres,  or  an  increase  of  23,000  acres  in 
one  year,  or  11  per  cent.  And  when  they  came  to  the  provinces 
in  which  the  Association  may  be  said  to  take  a greater  interest  as 
the  field  of  exploration  in  the  future,  the  contrast  was  still  more 
gratifying,  as  there  was  an  increase  in  acreage  of  34  per  cent,  in 
Munster,  and  45  per  cent,  in  Connaught ; and  this  in  the  face  of 
the  discouraging  yields  of  previous  years,  so  that  he  thought  they 
might  look  hopefully  to  the  future.  (Hear,  hear.)  This  did  not 
arise,  as  he  had  said,  in  consequence  of  prices  getting  higher,  but 
under  circumstances  which  might  be  considered  by  the  farmer  to 
be  discouraging.  Their  association  only  came  into  existence  some 
two  years  ago,  and  the  last  crop  was  the  one  which  it  might 
naturally  be  said  had  increased  under  their  efforts  ; therefore,  he 
thought,  they  might  take  some  encouragement  from  the  result 
which  had  been  arrived  at.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  yield  had  risen 
to  25  stones,  being  an  increase  of  5f  stones  per  acre,  which,  taken 
over  the  whole  area  of  229,000  acres,  would  be  an  increase  of  40 
per  cent,  in  the  produce  of  the  crop,  or  10,000  tons  in  the  flax  crop 
of  Ireland  available  for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  Southern 
provinces  came  out  exceedingly  well  on  this  question  of  yield.  The 
yield  in  Munster  34f  stones  to  the  acre,  which,  good  as  it  was  in 
Ulster,  was  about  10  stones  more  to  the  acre  than  here.  It  had 
been  stated  that  the  climate  and  soil  of  the  South  was  not 
so  well  adapted  for  flax-growing  as  the  North,  but  any  one  who 
had  a doubt  on  that  point  must  now  have  it  removed.  (Hear, 
hear.)  The  yield  in  the  South  per  acre  had  always  been  more 
than  the  yield  in  the  North,  and  some  gentlemen  in  the  Council 
— he  might  mention  Mr.  Montgomery — who  had  consumed  a good 
deal  of  that  grown  in  Munster  and  Leinster  said  that  they  had 
never  met  with  any  flax  that  seemed  to  have  a greater  natural 
superiority  of  fibre  than  the  flax  grown  there,  and  when  the  mani- 
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pulation  of  the  crop  and  its  preparation  for  the  market  would  be 
understood,  and  the  people  able  to  prepare  it  as  they  do  where  it 
is  long  localized  there  was  no  reason  to  fear  that  the  flax  pro- 
duced in  the  South  of  Ireland  would  be  equal  to  that  produced  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  prospects  of  the  com- 
ing year  were  also  alluded  to  in  the  report,  and  they  promised  to 
be  very  good.  There  was  a fair,  indeed,  an  ample  supply  of  seed, 
and  of  full  average  quality,  and  as  the  price  of  grain  and  farm 
produce  was  not  high  the  farmers,  he  thought,  would  be  induced 
to  grow  a large  quantity  of  flax  this  year.  No  doubt  the  yield 
had  been  different  in  many  parts  of  Ireland.  In  some  parts  of  the 
County  Down,  the  place  he  knew  most  about,  the  yield  had  been 
exceedingly  bad  ; and,  knowing  this,  he  was  a little  surprised  on 
hearing  some  of  the  statistics  in  this  report.  The  farmers  in  some 
parts  lost  considerably,  but  they  must  remember  that  it  was  a 
doubtful  crop,  in  which  there  were  prizes  and  blanks  ; but  he  was 
glad  to  know  that  the  prizes  outnumber  the  blanks,  and  the 
farmers  should  not  be  disappointed  if  in  one  season  out  of  a 
number  they  lose  a little  by  it.  The  figures,  he  thought,  proved 
conclusively  what  he  considered  a most  important  point.  In  1865 
the  yield  per  acre  fell  to  a small  point  as  compared  with  1864 ; 
in  1866  to  a still  smaller;  in  1867  it  was  22  stones,  and  in  1868 
19  stones ; and  he  confessed  that  last  year  he  thought  he  was 
justified  in  inferring  from  that,  the  proportion  of  ground 
under  cultivation  in  Ulster  had  been  pushed  rather  far  ; that  there 
had  not  been  a sufficient  repose  given  to  the  land  to  produce  those 
elements  of  fertility  which  seemed  to  be  required  for  this  delicate 
fibre.  But  if  the  land  was  poor  in  1868,  it  certainly  had  not  time 
to  recover  in  1869  ; yet  they  had  in  1869  an  increase  in  the  yield 
of  about  30  per  cent.,  and  the  only  inference  he  could  take  from  that 
was  that  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  crop  depend  more  on  climate 
and  the  peculiarity  of  the  season  than  any  other  circumstances. 
They  appeared  now  to  have  gone  through  a cycle  of  bad  years. 
They  had  had  bad  crops  since  1864,  and  he  thought,  from  the  re- 
sults of  last  year,  they  might  look  upon  this  year  on  which  they 
had  entered  as  the  beginning  of  a cycle  of  good  years.  With 
respect  to  the  prospects,  of  course  some  may  be  disappointed  that 
a nominal  reduction  in  the  price  of  flax  has  taken  place ; but  those 
who  look  into  details  do  not  see  that  the  reduction  is  much.  The 
fact  was  that  last  year’s  crop  was  generally  of  an  inferior  quality, 
and  with  an  increase  in  quality  there  might  be  a much  higher 
price  to  the  farmer,  without  the  spinner  paying  much  more. 
(Hear,  hear.)  They  all  knew  that  since  power-looms  had  been 
introduced  the  quality  is  of  more  importance  than  it  was  before, 
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and  the  farmer  who  takes  pains  with  his  crop  will  be  amply  re- 
warded by  increased  price  for  his  trouble.  (Hear,  hear.)  With 
reference  to  the  functions  of  the  Society,  and  the  way  they  had 
been  performed  during  the  year,  a very  full  narrative  was  given 
in  the  report.  They  had  been  at  all  times  ready  with  information 
either  as  to  how  to  grow  the  flax  or  as  to  its  treatment  afterwards, 
and  its  operations  had  been  of  great  importance  in  the  new  dis- 
tricts into  which  the  growth  of  flax  had  been  introduced.  The 
Association  advanced  money  to  increase  scutching  power  when 
wanted,  they  had  seen  that  proper  markets  were  provided,  and 
when  the  markets  were  established  they  saw  that  fair  and  proper 
competition  took  place  in  the  sales,  by  sending  purchasers  into 
the  districts  — (in  no  case  less  than  two.)  It  was  through  all  these 
influences  that  a large  additional  percentage  on  growth  had  been 
obtained,  and  he  hoped  that  next  year  the  report  to  be  presented 
would  be  still  more  satisfactory.  The  Society  had  undertaken  a 
work  of  almost  national  importance — the  extension  of  a crop 
which  was  the  basis  of  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country, 
and  which  has  made  this  province  what  it  is.  He  had  much 
pleasure  in  moving  the  resolution.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  S.  Mitchell  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  passed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  William  Ewart,  jun.,  moved  that  Mr.  John  Mulholland 
be  President  of  the  Association  for  the  ensuing  year.  He  was 
aware  that  this  was  somewhat  of  an  innovation  in  moving  a re- 
solution ; but  when  they  considered  the  eminent  position  that 
Mr.  Mulholland’s  family  and  himself  had  occupied  in  the  linen 
trade,  and  the  great  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  Society 
during  the  past  year,  he  was  sure  they  would  unanimously  and 
enthusiastically  agree  to  the  proposition.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  James  Hind  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried  by 
acclamation. 

Mr  Mulholland  said  he  was  much  obliged  for  the  enthusiastic 
manner  in  which  the  motion  had  been  received.  There  were 
many  gentlemen  in  the  room  who  had  greater  claim  to  the  offlce 
than  he  had.  He  was  a good  deal  identified  with  the  trade  at  one 
time,  and  a great  many  he  saw  around  were  in  the  same  position 
he  used  to  be,  but  if  it  was  their  desire  he  would  willingly  continue 
as  president  for  another  year.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Philip  Johnston  moved  that  Mr.  John  G.  Richardson  be 
appointed  one  of  the  vice-presidents,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Richardson,  deceased. 

Mr.  Herdman  (Strabane),  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  that 
while  giving  all  due  credit  to  the  Association  for  their  exertions 
to  extend  the  growth  of  flax  in  the  South  and  West,  he  did  not 
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hear  in  the  report  of  any  efforts  made  to  increase  hand-scutching 
in  those  districts.  In  out-of-the-wav  districts  where,  from  the 
small  extent  of  the  crop,  it  would  not  pay  to  erect  scutch-mills, 
farmers’  families  might  be  profitably  employed  in  the  evenings  in 
hand-scutching.  (Hear,  hear.)  This  was  a suggestion  he  thought 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Council.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Andrews  (Secretary)  said  that  in  the  Provice  of  Connaught 
hand-scutching  is  carried  on  to  a considerable  extent.  In  Munster, 
hardly  anything  was  done  as  yet,  but  Dutch  Scutching  handles 
had  been  imported,  and  sent  to  these  districts. 

Mr  Herdman  was  glad  to  know  that  the  Association  had  taken 
the  matter  up. 

The  motion  for  the  election  of  Mr.  Richardson  was  put,  and 
passed  unanimously 

Mr.  R.  L.  Hamilton,  in  proposing  the  election  of  Members  of 
Council  for  the  ensuing  year,  said  the  only  observation  he  would 
make  was  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  he  had  read 
out  would,  he  hoped,  consider  it  a matter  of  conscience  to  attend 
more  regularly.  Some  of  the  Members  of  the  Council,  who  live 
farthest  from  Belfast,  are  the  most  regular  attenders,  and  he 
might  allude  specially  to  Mr.  M'Master.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Charles  Ruffin  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  passed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Richardson  moved  that  a sum  of  money,  not  ex- 
ceeding £’200,  be  alloted  as  prizes  for  scutched  flax,  to  be  appro- 
priated as  the  Council  may  direct. 

Mr.  Valentine  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  passed  un- 
animously. 

Mr.  Jas  Montgomery  moved  a resolution,  the  purport  of  which 
was  that  the  Meetings  of  the  Council,  held  monthly  at  present,  be 
for  the  future  held  bi-monthly,  but  that  the  Secretary  be  em- 
powered, when  business  requires  it,  to  call  ad  interim  meetings  and 
special  meetings,  at  the  request  of  five  members. 

Mr.  Jas.  Taylor,  jun.,  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  passed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Y.  Id.  Burges  moved  that  the  best  thanks  of  the  Associa- 
tion be  given  to  the  local  and  provincial  Press  for  inserting 
matters  connected  with  the  Association.  He,  in  felicitous  terms, 
compared  the  newspaper  Press  to  a large  photographic  establish- 
ment, which  takes  down,  not  the  features,  but  the  opinions  and 
words  of  men,  and  casts  them  broadcast  over  the  community ; 
and,  on  the  whole,  this  eminent  photographic  firm  did  its  work 
accurately  and  well.  The  proceedings  of  the  Association  had 
been  spread  far  and  wide  by  the  newspapers  of  this  town,  and, 
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only  for  the  publicity  thus  given,  the  Association  could  not  have 
succeeded  in  disseminating  information  as  it  had  done  among 
those  for  whose  benefit  the  Society  had  been  originated. 

Mr.  Benson  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Chairman,  in  putting  the  resolution,  said  if  there  ever  was 
an  association  dependent  on  the  Press  for  the  proper  fulfilment 
of  its  functions,  it  was  this,  as  they  wished  to  communicate  in- 
formation to  large  numbers  of  people  who  could  not  be  reached  in 
masses.  He  had  the  greatest  pleasure  in  putting  the  resolution 
to  the  meeting. 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously, 

Mr.  Mulholland  having  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  M ‘Master  having 
been  called  thereto, 

Mr.  M‘M aster  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given 
to  Mr.  Mulholland,  who  had  so  ably  filled  the  chair,  for  the  in- 
terest he  had  taken  in  the  affairs  of  the  Association.  It  was  un- 
necessary for  him,  he  said,  to  pass  any  eulogy  on  Mr.  Mulholland’s 
ability,  or  refer  to  the  very  important  services  he  had  rendered 
to  the  Association.  They  might  congratulate  themselves  that  he 
had  agreed  to  continue  as  their  president,  because  he  might  at- 
tribute very  much  of  the  success  of  the  Association  to  the  ability 
and  practical  views  and  administrative  powers  which  their 
president  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that 
Mr.  Mulholland  might  long  continue  at  their  head.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  John  Savage  had  the  greatest  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
motion,  and  he  had  only  to  say  that  he  quite  concurred  in  every 
word  Mr.  M'Master  had  said  with  regard  to  the  important 
services  Mr.  Mulholland  had  rendered  to  the  Association.  Al- 
though retired  from  the  business,  of  this  he  was  quite  certain, 
Mr.  Mulholland  would  never  cease  to  take  an  interest  in  the  ex- 
tension of  the  cultivation  of  flax  in  Ireland,  or  anything  that 
would  benefit  the  town  of  Belfast  and  the  whole  country.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

The  motion  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Mulholland — I have  to  thank  you  very  much,  Mr. 
M'Master  and  gentlemen,  for  the  very  kind  way  in  which  you 
have  spoken  of  me.  From  various  circumstances  I cannot  attend 
very  often  at  your  monthly  meetings,  but  I am  always  at  the  call 
of  the  Association  when  I can  do  anything  that  will  further  their 
views.  I need  only  say  that  I will  always  be  ready  to  do  any- 
thing in  my  power  for  the  welfare  of  the  business  with  which  I 
was  once  connected  in  the  town  of  Belfast.  (Applause.) 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 
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FLAX  EXTENSION  ASSOCIATION. 


At  the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Flax  Extension  Association, 
held  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Belfast,  on  Friday,  January 
21st,  1870,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  unanimously  : — 
JOHN  MULHOLLAND,  Esq.,  J.P.,  President  of  the  Association, 

in  the  Chair. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  Andrews)  having  read  the  report, 

Moved  by  the  Chairman  ; seconded  by  Wm.  S.  Mitchell,  Esq., 
and  resolved — 


“ That  the  Report,  an  abstract  of  which  has  been  read,  be  adopted, 
printed,  and  circulated  without  delay.” 

Moved  by  Wm.  Ewart,  jun.,  Esq.;  seconded  by  James  Hind,  Esq., 
and  resolved — 

“ That  John  Mulholland,  Esq.,  be  President  of  this  Association  for  the 
year  1870.” 

Moved  by  Philip  Johnston,  Esq.,  J.P. ; seconded  by  John 
Herdman,  Esq.,  and  resolved — 

“ That  John  G.  Richardson,  Esq.,  be  appointed  one  of  tbe  Vice- 
Presidents  of  this  Association,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Jonathan  Richard- 
son, Esq.” 

Moved  by  Robert  L.  Hamilton,  Esq. ; seconded  by  Charles 
Duefin,  Esq.,  J.P.,  and  resolved — 

“ That  the  following  gentlemen  shall  constitute  the  Council  of  this 
Association  for  the  year  1870  : — 

Vice-Presidents. 


John  W.  M‘ Master,  Esq.,  J.P.,  and  J.  G.  Richardson,  Esq. 
Council. 


J.  Andrews,  Comber. 
John  D.  Barbour. 

A.  Bernard. 

Charles  Bowles. 
Jolm  K.  Boyd. 

Ynyr  H.  Burges. 
James  Carlisle. 
William  Charley. 
Foster  Connor. 

John  Davison. 

James  Dickson. 
Charles  Duffin. 


John  Emmerson. 
William  Ewart,  jun. 
C.  Finlayson. 

R.  L.  Hamilton. 
James  Hind. 

Philip  Johnston. 
Wm.  M.  Kirk. 

John  Love. 

John  Lowry. 

Wm.  Malcolmson. 
Samuel  Martin. 

Wm.  S.  Mitchell. 
James  Montgomery. 


Wm.  Moreland. 
Charles  Murland. 
Finlay  M'Cance. 
John  Oulton. 

J.  N.  Richardson,  jun 
John  Savage. 

Charles  W.  Shaw. 
James  Taylor. 

E.  H.  Thompson. 
Thomas  Valentine. 
Arthur  C.  Weir. 
John  Young. 
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Moved  by  J.  Gr.  Richardson,  Esq.,  seconded  by  James  W. 
Valentine,  Esq.,  and  resolved — 

“ That  a sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  Two  Hundred  Pounds  ster- 
ling, be  allotted  as  Prizes  for  Scutched  Flax,  to  be  appropriated  as  the 
Council  may  direct.” 

Moved  by  James  Montgomery,  Esq.;  seconded  by  James 
Taylor,  jun..  Esq.,  and  resolved — 

“That  the  following  resolution,  as  sanctioned  by  the  Council,  in 
conformity  with  Rule  No.  12,  be  confirmed: — 

“ ‘ That  Rule  No.  7 shall  be  altered  as  follows  : — The  Council  shall 
meet  at  least  once  in  each  alternate  month  for  the  transaction  of  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  Association.  Five  to  form  a quorum,  and  the 
Secretary  is  empowered,  when  business  requires  it,  to  call,  ad  interim, 
meetings ; and  is  further  authorized,  to  call  special  meetings  at  the  re- 
quest of  five  of  its  members.’  ” 

Moved  by  Y.  H.  Burges,  Esq.,  J.P. ; seconded  by  J.  M.  Benson, 
Esq.,  and  resolved— 

“ That  the  best  thanks  of  this  Association  be  given  to  the  Local  and 
Provincial  Press  for  their  courtesy  in  inserting  matters  connected  with 
the  Association.” 

JOHN  MULHOLLAND,  Chairman. 

MICHAEL  ANDREWS,  Jun.,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Mulholland  having  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  M‘Master  having 
been  called  thereto. 

Moved  by  J.  W.  M'Master,  Esq.,  J.P.  ; seconded  by  John 
Savage,  Esq  , J.P.,  and  resolved — 

“ That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  John  Mulholland,  Esq., 
who  has  so  ably  filled  the  chair,  and  for  the  interest  be  has  taken  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Association.” 

JOHN  W.  M'MASTER,  Chairman. 

MICHAEL  ANDREWS,  Jun.,  Secretary. 


FLAX  EXTENSION  ASSOCIATION. 

LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1869. 


Arrears  from  1868,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £97  10 

John  AndersoD,  (Castledawson),  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

William  Anderson,  (Ballymena),  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Michael  Andrews,  (Ardoyne),  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

James  Andrews  & Sons,  (Comber),  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

John  Andrews  & Co.,  do  ...  ...  ...  10  0 

George  Benson,  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Richard  Bell  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Bell  & Borthwick,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 b 

Samuel  Black,  (Randalstown),  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Blackstaff  Spinning  Co.,  (Limited),  ...  ...  ...  18  7 

Bessbrook  Spinning  Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  55  16 

Braid  Water  Spinning  Co.,  (Limited),  (Ballymena),  ...  30  0 

Hon.  Colonel  Bernard,  (Bandou),  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Samuel  Browne,  M.D.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Thomas  Cousins  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 0 

Henry  Campbell  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  19  3 

A.  Cotton  (Cork),  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Robert  Dempster,  (Newry),  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 0 

Darbishire  Brothers,  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dunbar,  M'Master  & Co.,  (Gilford),  ...  ...  ...  31  5 

William  Ewart  & Son,  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  0 

Edenderrv  Spinning  Co.,  (Limited),  ...  ...  ...  53  19 

Joseph  Faren  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 0 

Finlayson,  Bousfield,  & Co.  (Glasgow),  ...  ...  30  0 

John  Gunning  & Son  (Cookstown,)  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Gribben  & Son,  (Coleraine),  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Daniel  Gailey,  do  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

George  Gray  & Son,  (Markethill),  ...  ...  ...  5 0 

J.  & T.  M.  Greave’s  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  35  8 

John  Hogg,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Herdmans  & Co.,  (Strabane),  ...  ...  ...  31  5 

John  Hind  & Sons,  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  0 

William  D.  Henderson,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

W.  J.Jury,  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

James  Johnston,  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Philip  Johnston  & Sons,  ...  ...  ...  •••  30  0 

Island  Spinning  Co.,  (Limited),  ...  ...  ...  25  0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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William  M.  Kirk  & Co.,  (Keady)  ...  ...  ...  £19  1 

Killyleagk  Spinning  Co.,  (Limited),  ...  ...  ...  3fi  12 

Joseph  Lowry,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Lowry,  Valentine,  & Kirk,  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  0 

Ligoniel  Spinning  Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  0 

MacAdam  Brothers  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  . •••  11 

Moreland  Brothers,  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  0 

Thomas  Montgomery,  (Northern  Bank),  ...  ...  1 1 

Moore  & Weinberg,  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 0 

John  Martin  & Co.,  -.  ...  ...  ...  45  0 

Milfort  Spinning  Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  51  2 

James  Murland,  (Castlewellan)  ...  ...  ...  18  12 

Mitchell  Brothers,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  0 

Thomas  M'Clure,  M.P.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 0 

Samuel  M‘Causland,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Northern  Spinning  Co.,  (Limited),  ...  ...  ...  57  18 

John  Oulton  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 0 

Edward  W.  O’Brien,  (Foynes),  ...  . . ...  11 

John  Preston  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 0 

Robert  L.  Patterson,  fc  Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 2 

William  Ross  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  0 

Archibald  Reynolds,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

William  A.  Robinson,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Richardson,  Sons,  & Owden,  ...  ...  ...  25  0 

Richardson,  Brothers,  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  25  0 

William  Smyth  & Co.,  (Banbridge),  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

James  Smith  (Cookstown),  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

A.  T.  Stewart  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

William  Stewart,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Robert  Stevenson,  (Dungannon),  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

John  Sharpies  & Son,  (Bolton),  ...  ...  ..  23  0 

John  Savage  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  0 

William  Spotten  & Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  0 

James  Taylor  & Son,  (Carrickfergus),...  ...  ...  20  16 

Nathaniel  Wood,  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 1 

Whiteabbey  Spinning  Co.,  (Limited),...  ...  ...  55  0 

WTolfhill  Spinning  Co.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  38  6 

Weir,  Boyle,  & Co.,  (Dunmurry),  ...  ...  ...  12  0 

Whitehouse  Spinning  Co.  (Limited),  ...  ...  ...  10  0 

York  Street  Flax  Spinning  Co.,  (Limited),  ...  77  10 


,£1297  11 

Received  since  the  Accounts  were  cbsed — 

Wm.  Renshaw  & Co.  (Limited),  Manchester,  ... 
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ADJUDICATION  OF  PRIZES 

FOE 

MILL  SCUTCHED  FLAX,  in  the  Tear  1869. 


FIRST  CLASS. 

For  Growers  of  not  less  than  Three  Statute  Acres. 
SECOND  CLASS. 

For  Growers  of  not  less  than  Half  a Statute  Acre  and  under 
Three  Acres. 


WATERFORD. 


Open  for  competition  to  Counties,  Waterford,  Wexford,  Kilkenny, 
and  Tipperary,  South  of  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway. 


FIRST  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  R.  Rlackmore,  ... 

2nd  „ R.  Durney, 

3rd  „ A.  Knox, 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  F.  Harvey, 

2nd  ,;  S.  Morris, 

3rd  „ Earl  of  Bessborough, 


£5  0 0 

3 0 0 

1 10  0 


£3  0 0 

1 10  0 
10  0 


BALLINEEN. 

Open  for  competition  in  the  County  Cork,  South  of  line  from 
Kinsale  to  Macroom,  passing  through  Bandon. 


FIRST  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  A.  Calwell, 

2nd  ,,  Daniel  Coakley, 

3rd  „ John  Woods, 

SECOND  CLASS. 
1st  Prize,  D.  M'Sweeny,  ... 

2nd  ,,  R.  Moore, 

3rd  „ J.  Mabony, 


£5  0 0 

3 0 0 
1 10  0 


£3  0 0 

1 10  0 
10  0 
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CORK. 

Open  for  competition  in  the  County  Cork,  North  of  line  from 
Kinsale  to  Macroom,  passing  through  Bandon. 


FIRST  CLASS. 

1st  Prize.  J.  W.  Valentine,  ...  ...  £5  0 0 

2nd  ,,  Wra.  A.  Clifton,  , . ...  3 0 0 

3rd  „ George  Bolster,  ...  ...  1 10  0 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  Rev.  Joseph  Donaldson,  ...  ...  £3  C 0 

2nd  „ Wm.  O’Connell,  ...  ...  1 10  0 

3rd  „ P.  Buckley,  ...  ...  ...  10  0 


LIMERICK. 

Open  for  competition  in  the  Counties  Limerick,  Kerry,  Clare,  and 
Tipperary,  North  of  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway. 

FIRST  CLASS. 


1st  Prize,  Marcus  Malony, 

£5 

0 

0 

2nd  ,,  Major  Malony, 

3 

0 

0 

3rd  „ James  Murdock, 

1 

10 

0 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  Wm.  Boyd, 

£3 

0 

0 

2nd  ,,  T.  B.  Stoney, 

1 

10 

0 

3rd  ,,  Wm.  Murdock,  ... 

1 

0 

0 

MOUNTMELLICK. 

Open  for  competition  to  Queen’s  County,  King’s 

County,  and 

County  Kildare. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  Thomas  Rhodes, 

£5 

0 

0 

2nd  „ H.  Smith, 

3 

0 

0 

3rd  no  competition, 

1 

10 

0 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  W.  Troy, 

£3 

0 

0 

2nd  ,,  J.  Dunn, 

1 

10 

(' 

3rd  „ R.  Crosby, 

1 

0 

0 

LONGFORD. 

Open  for  competition  to  Counties  Longford 

and  Westmeath. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  M.  W.  O’Connor, 

£5 

0 

0 

2nd  ,,  Robert  Keegan, 

3 

0 

0 

3rd  „ John  Boyd, 

1 

10 

0 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  G.  Mayberry,  ... 

£3 

0 

0 

2nd  ,,  D.  Boyde, 

1 

10 

0 

3rd  „ M.  Vaughton  ... 

1 

0 

0 
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DUNDALK. 

Open  for  competition  to  County  Louth  and  Meath. 


FIRST  CLASS. 

1st  Prize, 

( * ) 

£5 

0 

0 

2nd  „ 

< No  award.  > 

3 

0 

0 

3rd  „ 

i ) 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1 

10 

0 

1st  Prize, 

£3 

0 

0 

2nd  ,, 

] No  award.  <- 

1 

10 

0 

3rd  „ 

( ) 

1 

0 

0 

STROKESTOWN. 

Open  for  competition  to  Counties  Roscommon  and  Galway. 


FIRST  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  James  Kilive,  ...  ...  ...  .£5  0 0 

2nd  „ M.  Kenney.  ...  ...  ...  3 0 0 

3rd  no  competition,  ...  ...  ...  1 10  0 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  M.  Kray ne,  ...  ...  ...  £3  0 0 

2nd  „ L.  Noon,  ...  ...  ■"  1 10  0 

3rd  no  competition,  ...  ...  ...  10  0 


MOH1LL. 

Open  for  competition  to  County  Sligo  and  Leitrim. 


FIRST  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  A.  M.  F.  West,  ...  ...  £5  0 0 

2nd  (want  of  merit)  ...  ...  ...  3 0 0 

3rd  Prize,  Wm.  P.  Jones,  ...  ...  1 10  0 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  Wm.  Dobson,  ...  ...  ...  £3  0 0 

2nd  „ W.  F.  Croghan,  ...  ...  1 10  0 

3rd  „ Wm.  Henry.  ...  ...  ...  10  0 


BALLINA. 

Open  for  competition  to  County  Mayo  and  adjoining  districts 
of  Sligo. 


FIRST  CLASS. 

1st  Prize,  f 

2nd  „ ] 

3rd  „ ( 

Not  yet  / 
awarded  C 

£5  0 
3 0 
1 10 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1 st  Prize, 

2nd  „ 

3rd  „ 

C Not  yet  ^ 
^awarded.  ^ 

£3  0 
1 10 
1 0 

ADJUDICATION  OF  PRIZES 

FOR 

HAND  SCUTCHED  ELAX,  Offered  During  the  Year  1869. 


STROKESTOWN. 

Open  for  competition  to  Surrounding  Districts. 

1st  Prize,  T.  Flannigan,  ...  ...  ...  dll  0 0 

2nd  „ James  Gam,  ...  ...  ...  0 10  0 

3rd  ,,  13.  Wynn,  ...  ...  ...  0 5 0 


LONGFORD. 

Open  for  competition  to  Surrounding  Districts. 

1st  Prize,  James  M'Entire, 

2nd  no  competition, 

3rd 


MOHILL. 

Open  for  competition  to  Surrounding  Districts. 

1st  Prize,  J.  M'Hugli,  ...  ...  ...  E£1  0 0 

2nd  ,,  J.  Moran,  ...  ...  ...  *0  10  0 

3rd  ,,  J.  Creegan,  ...  ...  ...  *0  5 0 

* From  want  of  merit  only  10s.,  7s.,  and  5s.  was  given. 


£10  0 
0 10  0 
0 5 0 


At  Balltbay,  Cootehill,  Cavan, 

Dungannon,  and  Omagh, 

Prizes  to  the  amount  of  £17  10s.  Od.  were  offered  for  Flax  which 
had  not  been  Fire  Dried  previous  to  being  Hand  Scutched,  but 
there  were  no  Samples  exhibited  on  the  days  fixed,  consequently 
no  award. 


IMPORTS  OF  FLAXSEED  INTO  IRELAND  FROM  YEAR  1804  TO  1809,  INCLUSIVE. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  IRISH,  BELGIUM,  AND  DUTCH  WATERS  USED 
FOR  RETTING  FLAX. 


No. 

| County. 

District. 

Name. 

Hardness 

Observations. 

0 

Standard  Water. 

16-00 

1 

King’s  Co. 

Banagher 

Capt.  Armstrong 

12-54 

# Trace  of  Iron 

2 

3 3 

Kilcommon 

Mr.  Rhodes 

1790 

3 

Tipperary 

Borrisokane 

Mr.  Falkiner 

16-30 

! 4 

Waterford 

Near  City 

Mr.  Ledlie 

10-00 

5 

Cork 

„ City 

— 

2-1-95 

6 

33 

Mr.  Clifton 

6-55 

7 

33 

Bandon 

Mr.  Calwell 

3-95 

# 

1 8 

33 

Earl  of  Bandon 

8-55 

# 

1 9 

33 

Dunmanway 

Mr.  Bryan 

3-15 

10 

33 

Bog  Water 

6"95 

11 

33 

Clonakilty 

Mr.  Sheil 

17-40 

12 

33 

Mr.  Ronaldson 

6-25 

* 

13 

Skibbereen 

Mr.  Becher 

4-55 

14 

Do.  Bog 

4-35 

f 15 

Mr.  Walsh 

4-55 

16 

Mr.  Jennings 

8-70 

* 

17 

Mr.  Summerville 

9-50 

18 

33 

Fermoy 

Mr.  Porter 

4-30 

19 

3) 

Mallow 

Mr.  Bolster 

4-05 

20 

33 

Do. 

4-20 

21 

33 

Newmarket 

Mr.  O’Keefe 

4-15 

22 

Kerry 

Dingle 

Hon.  F.  De  Mo- 

900 

# 

ley  ns 

23 

33 

Listowel 

Mr.  Hewson 

17-00 

* 

24 

Clare 

Tulla 

Major  Maloney 

10-55 

25 

33 

Do. 

10-40 

26 

Roscommon 

Mr.  Flynn 

25-60 

Very  impure 

27 

Holland 

River  that  fills  ditches 

12-90 

28 

3 3 

Very  good  ditch 

16-00 

29 

3) 

Bad  ditch — natural  wells 

17-70 

* 

39 


No. 

County. 

District. 

Name. 

Hardness 

Observations. 

30 

Longford 

Cooleny  Kiver 

Mr.  O’Connor 

16-20 

31 

Bog  Water 

— 

10-90 

33 

King’s  Co. 

Kilcommon 

Mr.  Rhodes 

17-50 

33 

33 

33 

18-50 

* 

34, 

Eoscommon 

Boyle  (Doon 

Mr.  P.  Waters 

7-90 

35 

3 3 

Mr.  Hugrsrins 

10-80 

Containing  Iron 

36 

Boyle  River 

— 

10-40 

37 

3) 

Eskey  River 

— 

6-90 

38 

Boyle,  (Deer- 

Mr.  Henigan 

10-50 

park) 

39 

Strokestown 

Mr.  i’lynn 

18-20 

(Pond) 

40 

Strokestown 

— 

14-00 

(Ballyfanny) 

41 

Strokestown 

Mr.  G.  Walpole 

14-60 

(Mill  Race) 

43 

Mayo 

Ballyhaderin 

Mr.  Strickland 

8-80 

43 

33 

33 

10-60 

44 

Killala 

Major  Knox 

19-50 

(Rassash) 

45 

„ (Millrace) 

33 

10-80 

46 

Ballina 

Mr.  Dunbar 

18-50 

47 

Abbeytown 

Mr.  Orme 

15-20 

48 

” 

River  Moy 

— 

9-80 

49 

Gal  way 

Ballymoe 

Mr.  Edgar 

12-40 

Trace  of  Iron 

50 

33 

33 

19-80 

51 

Down 

Comber 

Mr.  Andrews 

8-00 

52 

Gilford 

Mr.  Dickson 

7-00 

53 

River  Bann 

At  Gilford 

4-90 

54 

Lough  Dynan 

Madden  Bridge 

8-00 

55 

Belgium 

River  Lys 

At  Courtrai 

16-30 

56 

Holland 

Good  Ditch 

Exposed  to  At- 

mosphere 

10-00 

57 

33 

Supplied  from 

Canal 

12-40 

#Sulphuretted  Hydrogen  given  off. 


TABLE  SHOWING  GROSS  PRODUCE  OF  FLAX,  YIELD  PER  ACRE,  PER  CENTAGE  OF  ACREAGE  UNDER  CROP  TO 
TOTAL  ACREAGE;  ALSO  PER  CENTAGE  OF  ACREAGE  UNDER  FLAX  TO  ACREAGE  UNDER  CROP  IN  IRELAND, 
FROM  THE  YEAR  1850  TO  1869,  INCLUSIVE. 


Year. 

Total  Acreage 
in 

Ireland. 

Acreage  under  Crop. 

Acreage  under  Flax. 

Gross  produce. 

Yield  per  acre. 

Per  centage  of 
Acreage  under  Crop 
to  Total  Acreage. 

Per  Centage  of 
Acreage  under  Flax 
to  Acreage 
under  Crop. 

Tons. 

Stones. 

Lbs. 

1850. 

5,758,292 

91,040 

22,427 

39 

5 

27'60 

1-58 

1851. 

5,858,951 

140,536 

33,861 

38 

8 

28-15 

2-39 

1852. 

5,739,214 

137,008 

35,462 

41 

6 

27-57 

2-39 

1853. 

5,696,951 

174,579 

43,862 

40 

3 

27-37 

3-00 

1854. 

5,568,376 

150.972 

35,606 

37 

10 

26’7  5 

2-71 

1855. 

5,688,836 

97,106 

23,428 

38 

9 

27-33 

1-70 

1856. 

5,753,681 

100,826 

18,791 

28 

2 

27-64 

1-85 

1857. 

5,860,089 

98,074 

14,475 

23 

9 

28-15 

1-07 

1858. 

H 

5,882,052 

91,646 

17,583 

30 

9 

28-20 

1-55 

1859. 

T— 1 

O 

5,862,605 

136,282 

21,576 

25 

5 

28-16 

C* 

CO 

o* 

1860. 

GO 

o' 

cv 

5,907,970 

128,595 

23,700 

29 

8 

28-67 

2-15 

1861. 

5,890,536 

147,866 

22,568 

24 

6 

28-29 

2-51 

1862. 

5,753,610 

150,070 

24,258 

26 

3 

27-64 

2-61 

1863. 

5,672,487 

214,099 

42,646 

31 

12 

27-25 

3 77 

1864. 

5,672,980 

301,693 

64,506 

34 

6 

27"25 

5-31 

1865. 

5,645,403 

251,534 

39,561 

25 

2 

27-12 

4’45 

1860. 

5,520,568 

263,507 

40,991 

24 

12 

26-52 

4-77 

1867. 

5,458,945 

253,257 

35,392 

22 

5 

26'22 

4-64 

1868. 

5,547,335 

206,446 

24,987 

19 

5 

26-65 

3-71 

1869. 

5,575,843 

229,178 

No  Officia 

1 Return. 

20-78 

4-11 

WBEB  SHOWING  PER  CENTAGE  OP  ACREAGE  IN  CROP  TO  TOTAL  ACREAGE  ; ALSO  PER 

CENTAGE  OF  ACREAGE  UNDER  FLAX  TO  ACREAGE  UNDER  CROP  IN  EACH  PROVINCE 
AND  COUNTY  IN  IRELAND,  IN  THE  YFAR  1869. 


! Provinces 

Counties. 

Total  acreage 
in  each  county. 

Acreage  undercrop 
in  each  county. 

Acreage  under  flax 
in  each  county. 

Per-centage  of 
acreage  under  crop 
to  total  acreage. 

Per-centage  of 
acreage  under  flax 
to  acreage  under 
crop. 

Donegal,  - 

1,193,443 

237,238 

25,973 

19-87 

10-94 

Tyrone, 

806,296 

276,238 

34,595 

34-26 

12-52 

Antrim, 

761,803 

256,877 

20,071 

33-72 

7-81 

Down, 

612,495 

328,485 

37,550 

53-63 

11-43 

£ 

Londonderry,  . . 

522,350 

192,334 

24,111 

36-82 

12-53 

H 

Cavan, 

477,360 

160,194 

14,866 

33-55 

9-28 

h? 

Fermanagh 

457,287 

109,819 

8,961 

24-01 

8-16 

P 

Armagh, 

328,076 

177,499 

22,739 

54-10 

12-81 

Monaghan, 

319,757 

150,586 

22,178 

47-09 

14-72 

5,478,867 

1,889,270 

211,044 

« 

El) 

Eh 

cn 

Z 

P 

s 

Cork, 

Kerry, 

Tipperary,  

Clare, 

Limerick, 

Waterford, 

1,849,683 

1,185.917 

1,061,731 

827,994 

681,112 

461,553 

466,159 

150,391 

290,633 

147,450 

189,161 

103,722 

2,020 

538 

349 

693 

107 

89 

- 

5-30 

2-68 

737 

7-81 

7-77 

2-47 

0-43 

0-35 

0-12 

0-47 

0-05 

0-08 

6,067,990 

1,347,516 

3,796 

Meath,  

580,083 

172,658 

670 

9-76 

0-39 

Wexford, 

576,588 

240,377 

242 

1-69 

0-10 

Kilkenny, 

509,732 

175,485 

62 

4-42 

0-03 

Wicklow, 

500,178 

119,185 

2 

3-82 

o-oo 

King’s  Co., 

493,985 

121,842 

248 

4'66 

0-20 

PS 

Westmeath, 

453,468 

112,340 

218 

4-77 

0-19 

H 

Queen’s  Co., 

424,854 

148,423 

74 

4-93 

0-05 

Z 

Kildare, 

418,436 

136,843 

3 

2-70 

o-oo 

Ed 

l_q 

Longford, 

269,409 

79,293 

1,749 

9-43 

2-20 

Dublin, 

226,414 

99,807 

8 

4-08 

o-oo 

Carlow, 

221,342 

82,243 

19 

7-15 

0-02 

Louth, 

201,722 

106,298 

1,963 

2-19 

1-84 

4,876,211 

1,594,794 

5,258 

Galway, 

1,566,354 

230,326 

847 

4-70 

0-36 

Mayo, 

1,363,882 

198,625 

2,923 

1-56 

1-47 

O 

P 

RoscommoD, 

607,691 

134,037 

2,408 

2-05 

1-79 

-H 

Sligo, 

461,753 

94,625 

947 

>49 

1-00 

z 

o 

o 

Leitrim,... 

392,363 

86,650 

1,955 

2-08 

2-25 

4,392,043 

744,263 

9,080 

SUMMARY. 

Ulster,  

5,478,867 

1,889,270 

211,044 

4-48 

11-17 

K 

Munster, 

6,067,990 

1,347,516 

3,796 

2-20 

0-28 

Z 

Leinster, 

4,876,211 

1,594,794 

5,258 

2-70 

0-32 

> 

O 

Connaught, 

4,392,043 

744,263 

9,080 

S-94 

1-21 

pH 

Total  ot  Ireland 

20,815,111 

5,575,843 

229,178 

----- 

5-78 

4-11 

£ SHUWING  ACREAGE  UNDER  FLAX  IN  EACH  COUNTV  AND  PROVINCE  IN  IRELAND,  FROM  THE  VEAR  185869,  INCLUSIVE, 


No.  3 


1 33 

1 w 

1 ^ 

1 ^ 

Counties. 

Total 

Acreage. 

1850. 

1851. 

1852.153. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857. 

1858. 

1859. 

1860. 

1861. 

1863. 

1864. 

1865. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

Donegal, 

Tyrone, 

Antrim 

Down,  

Londonderry, .. 

Cavan,  

Fermanagh, 

Armagh,  

Monaghan, 

..  1,193,413 

806,296 
761,803 
612,495 
522,350 
477,360 
457,287 
328,076 
. 319,757 

14,169 

13,280 

8,106 

9,895 

13,445 

5,107 

1,283 

9,623 

10,157 

21,689 

18,908 

11,912 

15,034 

18,468 

8,942 

2,800 

13,052 

14,602 

21,605,610 

18.914.232 
9,311,252 

19,656,957 

17.140.233 
7,566,105 
2,53|5,9S8 

14,590,537 

13,8337,394 

26,062 

22,161 

8,942 

19,806 

17,074 

8,842 

3,603 

16,295 

16,218 

15,799 

13,224 

6,719 

11,166 

11,818 

6,029 

2,006 

9,284 

11,859 

17,654 

14,746 

6,030 

13,510 

13,959 

6,024 

1,934 

10,917 

12,137 

15,562 

14,362 

4,254 

13,969 

12,495 

4,962 

1,573 

12,222 

11,537 

16,480 

15,107 

3,675 

12,266 

12,665 

3,252 

1,719 

10,409 

10,812 

22,283 

23,012 

7,637 

21,265 

17,537 

5,688 

3,218 

15,087 

14,612 

21,398 

22,414 

8,59S 

20,063 

16,971 

4,710 

2,399 

13,702 

13,169 

20,838 

22,991 

12,250 

27,657 

19,720 

5,891 

2,633 

16,653 

14,403 

24,132 

32,007 

21,576 

44,963 

25,872 

10,260 

4,482 

24,001 

20,054 

29,644 

41,294 

34,688 

59,156 

32,750 

15,945 

7,494 

31,659 

25,513 

23,495 

36,685 

26,475 

49,016 

28,453 

11,933 

5,841 

28,682 

22,709 

25,849 

37,888 

27,879 

51,762 

30,388 

13,557 

7,225 

27,245 

23,563 

24,731 

35,641 

22,691 

48,044 

26,770 

16,379 

8,015 

27,808 

24,551 

22  o'TQ 

29,116 

20,137 

36,904 

22,100 

13,104 

6,640 

21,745 

20,204 

25,973 

34,595 

20,071 

37,550 

24,111 

14,866 

8,961 

22,739 

22,178 

5,4-/  8,86  / 

85,065 

125,407 

1 125,1751,308 

139,003 

87,904 

96,911 

90,936 

86,385 

130,339 

123,424 

143,036 

207,347 

278,143 

233,289 

245,356 

234,630 

192,222 

211,044 

1 w 

1 H 

1 1/1 

1 

1 ■"* 

1 

Cork, 

Korry, 

Tipperary, 

Clare, 

Limerick, 

Waterford, 

1,849,683 
1,185,917 
1,061,731 
827,99 1 
681,112 
461,553 

853 

300 

187 

506 

225 

23 

2,816 

678 

606 

1,014 

607 

270 

1,710 

680 

388 

908 

312 

181 

,392 

,035 

338 

,008 

347 

105 

3,297 

673 

199 

909 

316 

31 

2,393 

621 

103 

890 

244 

43 

1,569 

1,039 

99 

949 

230 

49 

1,278 

549 

130 

672 

207 

47 

368 

476 

86 

612 

196 

35 

430 

522 

99 

521 

124 

38 

417 

450 

134 

502 

137 

26 

419 

307 

178 

498 

104 

12 

663 

378 

327 

5S6 

190 

38 

2,941 

1,190 

1,005 

1,413 

773 

258 

1,762 

930 

505 

1,148 

459 

176 

1,496 

772 

428 

1,082 

239 

153 

1,197 

543 

365 

879 

140 

124 

1,097 

531 

297 

687 

126 

69 

2,020 

538 

349 

693 

107 

89 

6,067,990 

2,094 

5,991 

4,17< 

,225 

5,425 

4,294 

3,935 

2,883 

1,773 

1 ,734 

1,666 

1,518 

2,182 

7,580 

4,980 

4,170 

3,248 

2,807 

3,796 

Leinster. 

Meath, 

Wexford, 

Kilkenny, 

Wicklow, 

King’s  Co., 

Westmeath, 

Queen’s  Co., 

Kildare,  

Longford 

Dublin, 

Carlow, 

Louth, 

580,083 
576,588 
509,732 
500,178 
493,985 
453,168 
424,854 
418,436 
369,409 
226,414 
* 221,342 
201,722 

343 

193 

32 

8 

79 

207 

131 

23 

318 

21 

58 

388 

957 

374 

226 

34 

264 

424 

158 

47 

783 

26 

117 

1,479 

71^ 

346 

95 

5 

320 

246 

66 

17 

678 

1 

65 

1,878 

588 

461 

78 

4 

197 

259 

14 

28 

732 

2 

43 

1,091 

481 

466 

54 

5 

214 

260 

10 

6 
592 

5 

33 

694 

267 

825 

45 

1 

254 

200 

7 

9 

262 

1 

81 

190 

213 

1,551 

46 

2 

238 

203 

8 

4 

388 

1 

159 

219 

195 

456 

41 

1 

204 

185 

15 

3 

282 

2 

128 

321 

185 

148 

41 

1 

247 

172 

29 

3 

274 

1 

53 

349 

232 

74 

29 

3 

262 

146 

25 

2 

360 

1 

8 

523 

151 

41 

18 

0 

218 

129 

35 

5 

308 

0 

7 

377 

182 

21 

11 

1 

149 

78 

26 

2 

310 

0 

1 

362 

325 

34 

50 

4 

335 

159 

63 

7 

406 

1 

12 

702 

880 

201 

271 

6 

787 

594 

268 

19 

1,700 

35 

81 

2,546 

641 

241 

255 

3 

489 

372 

422 

35 

967 

24 

96 

2,317 

1,050 

379 

184 

7 

691 

342 

674 

21 

1,150 

12 

48 

2,704 

1,346 

562 

77 

1 

442 

234 

158 

6 

1,337 

25 

27 

3,843 

841 

511 

68 

6 

202 

160 

84 

5 

1,130 

6 

22 

2,133 

670 

242 

62 

2 

248 

218 

74 

3 

1,749 

8 

19 

1,963 

4,876,211 

1,801 

4,889 

4,433 

5,497 

2,820 

2,142 

3,032 

1,833 

1,503 

1,665 

1,289 

1,143 

2,098 

7,388 

5,862 

7,262 

8,058 

5,168 

5,258 

Connaught. 

Galway,  

Mavo,  

Roscommon,  ... 

s|igo,  __ 

Leitrim, " 

1,566,354 

1,363,882 

607,691 

461,753 

392,363 

211 

939 

200 

363 

367 

584 

1,321 

522 

873 

949 

546 

900 

372 

588 

815 

784 

192 

528 

695 

350 

782 

999 

429 

493 

1,021 

544 

741 

384 

379 

718 

532 

923 

436 

377 

680 

426 

789 

331 

312 

564 

317 

593 

266 

306 

503 

322 

726 

402 

247 

847 

262 

631 

383 

286 

654 

192 
746 
254  ■ 
277 
700 

300 

696 

330 

259 

887 

1,539 

2,088 

1,592 

1,150 

2,213 

1,147 

2,242 

1,301 

1,088 

1,625 

996 

1,876 

1,172 

856 

1,819 

606 

2,255 

1,782 

633 

2,045 

573 

2,087 

1,574 

541 

1,474 

847 

2,923 

2,408 

947 

1,955 

4,392,043 

2,080 

4,249 

3,221 

549 

3,724 

2,766 

2,948 

2,422 

t 1,985 

2,544 

2,216 

2,169 

2,472 

8,582 

7,403 

6,719 

7,321 

6,249 

9,080 

I 

SUMMARY. 

1 

] 

] 

| Tot, 

Jester,  . . 
HUNSTER,  .... 
jEINSTER,  . 
jONNAGHT.... 

5,478,867 

6,067,990 

4,876,311 

4,392,013 

85,065 

2,094 

1,801 

2,080 

125,407 

5,991 

4,889 

4,249 

125,175 
4,179 
4,433 
3,221  j 

108 

125 

197 

1.49 

139,003 

5,425 

2,820 

3,724 

87,904 

4,294 

2,142 

2,766 

96,911 

3,935 

3,032 

2,948 

90,936 

2,883 

1,833 

2,422 

86,385 

1,773 

1,503 

1,985 

130,339 

1,734 

1,665 

2,544 

123,424 

1,666 

1,289 

2,216 

143,036 

1,518 

1,143 

2,169 

J 

207,347 

2,182 

2,098 

2,472 

278,143 

7,580 

7,388 

8,582 

233,289 

4,980 

5,862 

7,403 

245,356 

4,170 

7,262 

6,719 

234,630 

3,248 

8,058 

7,321 

192,222 

2,807 

5,168 

6,249 

211,044 

3,796 

5,258 

9,080 

lL  op  Ireland,...  2 

0,815,111  | 

91,040 

140,536 

137,008  ] 

179 

150,972 

97,106 

106,826 

98,074 

91,646 

136,282 

128,595 

147,866 

n 

214,099 

301,693 

251,534 

263,507 

253,257 

206,446 

229,178 

3. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

549 

24,731 

22,272 

25,973 

$88 

35,641 

29,116 

34,595 

$79 

22,691 

20,137 

20,071 

'62 

48,044 

36,904 

37,550 

588 

26,770 

22,100 

24,111 

»57 

16,379 

13,104 

14,866 

125 

8,015 

6,640 

8,961 

:45 

27,808 

21,745 

22,739 

.63 

24,551 

20,204 

22,178 

556 

234,630 

192,222 

211,044 

96 

1,197 

1,097 

2,020 

72 

543 

531 

538 

28 

365 

297 

349 

82 

879 

687 

693 

39 

140 

126 

107 

53 

124 

69 

89 

70 

3,248 

2,807 

3,796 

•50 

1,346 

841 

670 

.79 

562 

511 

242 

.84 

77 

68 

62 

7 

1 

6 

2 

191 

442 

202 

248 

142 

234 

160 

218 

174 

158 

84 

74 

21 

6 

5 

3 

.50 

1,337 

1,130 

1,749 

12 

25 

6 

8 

48 

27 

22 

19 

'04 

3,843 

2,133 

1,963 

'62 

8,058 

5,168 

5,258 

•96 

606 

573 

847 

■76 

2,255 

2,087 

2,923 

72 

1,782 

1,574 

2,408 

;56 

633 

541 

947 

49 

2,045 

1,474 

1,955 

19 

7,321 

6,249 

9,080 

56 

234,630 

192,222 

211,044 

70 

3,248 

2,807 

3,796 

62 

8,058 

5,168 

5,258 

19 

7,321 

6,249 

9,080 

07 

253,257 

206,446 

229,178 

